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SUBJECT : JOINT COMMUNIQUE ON LOPEZ PORTILLO VISIT 

WE HAVE AGREED WITH MEXICANS TO RELEASE FOLLOWING JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE SIMULTANEOUSLY IN WASHINGTON AND MEXICO CITY 
AT 12:00 NOON EASTERN STANDARD TIME FEBRUARY 17, 1977. 

1 . QUOTE: PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA AND PRESIDENT JOSE LOPEZ PORTILLO OF THE UNITED 
MEXICAN STATES, DURING TWO DAYS OF DISCUSSIONS IN WASH- 
INGTON, RECONFIRMED THE SPECIAL IMPORTANCE EACH PLACES ON 
CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO NEIGHBORING 
NATIONS. THE TWO PRESIDENTS PLEDGED THAT THEY WOULD 
EXAMINE CLOSELY IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS THE MULTIPLE ASPECTS 
OF THE RELATIONS BETWEEN MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES WITH 
A VIEW TO DEVELOPING POLICIES THAT REFLECTED THE INTER- 
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RELATED NATURE OF MUTUAL PROBLEMS. THE TWO PRESIDENTS 
CONCLUDED THAT THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE OF EACH GOVERNMENT 
WOULD BE TO DEVELOP A MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL RELATIONSHIP 
THAT WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THE WELL-BEING OF THEIR NATIONS. 

TO THIS END THEY AGREED TO MEET TO REVIEW PROGRESS IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE POLICIES OF EACH OF THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS. 
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2. THE TWO PRESIDENTS ALSO DISCUSSED THE GLOBAL 
SITUATION AND AGREED TO CONSULT REGULARLY ON THE SEARCH 
FOR WORLD-WIDE PEACE, ECONOMIC BETTERMENT AND RESPECT 
FOR THE RIGHTS OF MAN. THEY REAFFIRMED THAT THE PRINCI- 
PLES GOVERNING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
MEXICO WERE NON-INTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

RESPECT FOR THE SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OF EACH NATION AND THE 
RECOGNITION OF THE PARTICULAR NATURE OF THE RELATIONSHIP 
OF NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. 

3. THE TWO PRESIDENTS CONSIDERED CAREFULLY A NUMBER 
OF IMPORTANT SUBJECTS INCLUDING ECONOMIC AND MONETARY 
QUESTIONS, INVESTMENT, TRADE, IMMIGRATION, NARCOTICS, 
SMUGGLING, AND SOME ILLICIT ACTIVITIES, AGRICULTURAL 
EXCHANGES, ENERGY, NONPROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR ARMS, 
MEXICO'S DESIRE FOR INCREASED AND IMPROVED ACCESS TO 
INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND CAPITAL MARKETS 
AND THE NEED TO SEEK A BETTER BALANCE IN TRADE BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES. THEY ALSO AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE 

OF MUTUAL BENEFIT TO BOTH COUNTRIES TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
MEXICO'S DEVELOPMENT THROUGH AN INCREASE IN THE FLOW OF 
TRADE BETWEEN MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES, AND TO 
STIMULATE TOURISM IN BOTH DIRECTIONS. 

4. PRESIDENT CARTER WAS IMPRESSED BY THE DETERMINATION 
AND ABILITY OF THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT TO DEAL WITH THESE 
PROBLEMS AND OFFERED HIS COOPERATION IN SEEKING 
SOLUTIONS. 
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5. PRESIDENT CARTER AND PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO 
AGREED THAT THE SECRETARY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS OF MEXICO 
AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES SHOULD 
MAINTAIN CLOSE AND FREQUENT PERSONAL CONTACTS TO ASSURE 
HIGH-LEVEL COORDINATION ON ACTIONS THAT MIGHT AFFECT 
BOTH COUNTRIES. THEY ALSO AGREED THAT OTHER HIGH 
OFFICIALS IN BOTH COUNTRIES SHOULD HAVE DIRECT ACCESS 

TO EACH OTHER TO DISCUSS PERTINENT ISSUES WHEN NECESSARY 
AND THAT MECHANISMS WOULD BE ESTABLISHED TO STUDY THESE 
ISSUES IN DETAIL. 

6. THE STATE VISIT OF PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO AND 

THE OPEN AND FRIENDLY DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENTS 
OF MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES SERVED TO UNDERSCORE 
AND REAFFIRM THE CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES. END QUOTE. 

HARTMAN 
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